
The Truth About the Harry Quebert Affair
Joel Dicker (2014)
MYS DICKER
Marcus Goldman is a young novelist who visits Somerset to
see his mentor, Harry Quebert, one of the country's most
respected writers, and to find a cure for his writer's block as
his publisher's deadline looms. But Marcus's plans are
violently upended when Harry is suddenly and sensationally
implicated in the cold-case murder of Nola Kellergan.

The Fifth Heart
Dan Simmons (2015)
MYS SIMMONS
While in America to solve the mystery of the 1885 death of
Clover Adams, wife of the esteemed historian Henry Adams,
Sherlock Holmes and Henry James find themselves involved
in matters of national importance possibly orchestrated by
Moriarty.

Moriarty
Anthony Horowitz (2014)
MYS HOROWITZ
Days after the encounter at the Swiss waterfall that claimed
the lives of Sherlock Holmes and criminal mastermind
Professor Moriarty, Pinkerton detective Agent Frederick
Chase and Scotland Yard Inspector Athelney Jones, a
devoted student of Holmes's methods of investigation and
deduction, must track down a sinister figure who is
determined to stake his claim as Moriarty's successor.
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Discussion Questions

One bright spring morning in London, Diana Cowper—the
wealthy mother of a famous actor—enters a funeral parlor. She
is there to plan her own service. Six hours later she is found
dead, strangled with a curtain cord in her own home.

Enter disgraced police detective Daniel Hawthorne, a brilliant,
eccentric investigator who’s as quick with an insult as he is to
crack a case. Hawthorne needs a ghost writer to document his
life, a Watson to his Holmes. He chooses Anthony Horowitz.

Drawn in against his will, Horowitz soon finds himself at the
center of a story he cannot control. Hawthorne is brusque,
temperamental, and annoying; even so, his latest case with its
many twists and turns proves irresistible. The writer and the
detective form an unusual partnership. At the same time, it soon
becomes clear that Hawthorne is hiding some dark secrets of his
own.
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3. Good crime writers embed hidden clues in plain sight. Did
you pick them out, or were you...clueless? Once you've
finished the book, go back to locate the clues hidden in plain
sight. How skillful was the author in burying them?

4. Good crime writers also tease us with red-herrings—false
clues—to purposely lead readers astray? Does your author try
to throw you off track? If so, were you tripped up?

5. Talk about the plot twists & turns. Do they enhance the
story, add complexity, and build suspense? Are they plausible
or implausible? Do they feel forced and gratuitous—inserted
merely to extend the story?

6. Does the author ratchet up the suspense? Did you find
yourself anxious—quickly turning pages to learn what
happened? At what point does the suspense start to build?

7. Are there certain passages in the book—ideas, descriptions,
or dialogue—that you found interesting or revealing, or that
somehow struck you? What lines, if any, made you stop and
think?

8. Overall, does the book satisfy? Does it live up to the
standards of a good crime story or suspense thriller? Why or
why not?

1. Talk about the characters, both good and bad. Describe their
personalities and motivations. Are they fully developed and
emotionally complex? Or are they flat, one-dimensional heroes
and villains?

2. What do you know...and when do you know it? At what point
in the book do you begin to piece together what happened?


