
Wildwood Creek
Lisa Wingate (2014)
INSPIR WINGATE
While working as a costuming assistant on a docudrama,
Allie Kirkland has discovered strange connections between
herself and a teacher who disappeared a century ago in the
legendary frontier settlement of Wildwood. Is history about
to repeat itself.

The Lighthouse Keeper's Daughter
Hazel Gaynor (2018)
GAYNOR
Pregnant and disgraced, a 1938 Irish teen is sent to stay with
a lighthouse keeper relative, where she discovers an
unfinished portrait and delves into the story of a woman who
lived there a hundred years prior.

A Shout in the Ruins
Kevin Powers (2018)
POWERS
When war arrives, Anthony Levallios foresees that mastery
in a new America will be measured not in acres of
tobacco but in industry and capital. A grievously wounded
Confederate veteran loses his grip on a world he no longer
understands, and his daughter finds herself married to
Levallois, an arrangement that feels little better than
imprisonment. And two people enslaved at Beauvais
plantation, Nurse and Rawls, overcome impossible odds to
be together, only to find that the promise of coming freedom
may not be something they will live to see.
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About the Book

Discussion Questions

This book tells the tale of a family amid the destruction of
the post–Civil War South, and of a modern-day teacher who
learns of their story and its vital connection to her students’
lives. Bestselling author Lisa Wingate brings to life startling
stories from actual "Lost Friends" advertisements that
appeared in Southern newspapers after the Civil War, as
newly freed slaves desperately searched for loved ones who
had been sold away.

1. Had you heard of the real “Lost Friends” ads before? What
did you think of the words written so long ago? What did you
learn about the Reconstruction era through this novel?

2. The Book of Lost Friends is a story of remarkable women
who built legacies we benefit from today. There are many
women from the past, like Hannie, who do not often make it
into our history books. Who is one woman from history that
you greatly admire and think that the world should know more
about?

3. What lessons does Benny learn from her students? Do you
think her students change her?

4. The town of Augustine is controlled by a powerful family
with secrets. Have you ever learned of a secret in your own or
someone else’s family? What was the reason for it, and what
were the results of it coming out?
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5. Hannie, Juneau Jane, and Lavinia are an unlikely trio when
they start on their quest. How does their journey shape them as
they come of age? How do Hannie and Juneau grow during
their quest? What does each learn from the other?

6. Elam Salter is a character with a larger-than-life reputation.
What is his role in the story? Why does Hannie find it hard to
trust him?

7. Symbolism is used in this novel in a number of ways,
including: the single ladybug, Hannie’s blue beads, and the
church where the main characters hide. What do you think
these symbols mean? Did you notice any other symbolism in
the novel?

8. In what ways do Benny and Nathan help each other move
forward?

9. What do you think Benny is going to do at the end of the
novel?

10. A volunteer at the Historic New Orleans Collection
sparked the idea for this novel when she wrote to Lisa about
the Lost Friends database. Why do you think history,
particularly that preserved in the voices of those who lived the
experience, matters?

11. Visit the Lost Friends database at https://www.hnoc.org/
database/lost-friends/. Choose one ad to share with another
member of your book club.


