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REPORT PART II | JANUARY 7 2020
CENTRAL NORTH PLANNING ZONE
College Hill, Elmwood Place, Forest Park, Greenhills, Groesbeck, Mt. Healthy, North Central, 
Wyoming
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C E N T R A L  Z O N E  P R O F I L E
The Central Planning Zone is located at the heart of the City of 
Cincinnati and includes eight branches, the downtown Main Library, 
and the Distribution Center.  The zone serves approximately 145,000 
residents with a moderate amount of library space per resident (~0.46 
square feet/capita, near the systemwide average). This zone includes 
the following areas: Avondale, Camp Washington, Central Business 
District, Clifton, Clifton Heights, Corryville, English Woods, Evanston, 
Fairview, Fay Apartments, Lower Price Hill, Millvale, Mt. Adams, Mt. 
Auburn, North Avondale, North Fairmont, Northside, Norwood, 
O’Bryonville Over-the-Rhine, Paddock Hills, Pendleton, Queensgate, 
St. Bernard, South Cumminsville, South Fairmont, University Heights, 
Walnut Hills, West End, Winton Hills, Winton Place, and Winton 
Woods. According to customer mapping, library customers in the 
Central Zone – contrary to the other planning zones – tend to visit 
their neighborhood library instead of travelling among the branches. 
The alternative choice for Central customers would be to visit the 
downtown Main Library for the services that meet their needs. 

The Central Zone is the most well-connected planning zone in 
terms of public transportation, which is important because in 
many neighborhoods in this zone 20% or more of residents are 
without a car. The zone has a geographically even distribution of 
branches; however, some neighborhoods are partially or completely 
surrounded by highways, railroad tracks, and/or industrial complexes 
that present challenges to those dependent on public transportation 
to get to libraries. Recent residential growth in Western Cincinnati 
neighborhoods like Lower Price Hill involves families where English 
is their second language. In some of these cases, children grow up 
speaking both English and Spanish.  The Central Zone is not the 
largest by population, but includes the majority of residents that 
live below Hamilton County’s median poverty level, and is densely 
populated. It is also the zone which houses the fewest senior citizens 
and the most residents under the age of 18. 

Customer mapping: Many customers travel and 
visit more than one branch in the planning zone 

Central Planning Zone ADI Population : 145,000

Branches

AV Avondale 9,896 SF 6 yrs Capital Maintenance + Strategic Investment 9,900 SF
CL Clifton 8,189 SF 5 yrs Strategic Investment  8,190 SF
CR Corryville 9,839 SF 23 yrs Capital Maintenance + Strategic Investment 9,840 SF
NS Northside 5,778 SF 21 yrs Capital Maintenance + Strategic Investment  5,780 SF
NW Norwood 10,237 SF 20 yrs Major Renovation 13,300 ‐ 16,300 SF
SB St. Bernard 7,145 SF 5 yrs Strategic Investment  7,150 SF
WH Walnut Hills  10,624 SF 114 yrs Major Renovation + Expansion incl. Accessibility 20,000 SF
WT West End  4,549 SF 59 yrs Makeover 4,550 SF

Main

22 yrs South Building Electrical Upgrade, HVAC, FP
22 yrs South Building Skylight, Elevator Replacement
22 yrs Small Scale Reorganization (100,000 SF)
38 yrs Vine Plaza Extensive Reconstruction

‐ New stairs in the Atrium

Proposed Square 
Feet

10 ‐ YEAR RECOMMENDATIONS

North& South Building
South Building
North & South Building
Vine St. Plaza
New Stairs in Atrium

UPDATED 01/03/2020

Planning Zone and Library
Existing 
Usable 

Square Feet

Effective Age in 
2020

BIG NEXT GEN

WH  WALNUT HILLS

major renovation + expansion  
incl. accessibility

MAIN

multiple improvements

540,000 SF

NEIGHBORHOOD

AV  AVONDALE

9,900 SF

capital maintenance + 
strategic investment

NW  NORWOOD

major renovation

 C E N T R A L  P L A N N I N G  Z O N E
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Accesssibility: The majority of buildings are ADA 
accessible except for Norwood and Walnut Hills 
branches

Age of buildings: About half of the branches in this 
zone are overdue for renovation 

NEXT GEN

NEIGHBORHOOD

CL - CLIFTON

8,190 SF

strategic investment

at current

at current
at current

NEIGHBORHOOD

CR - CORRYVILLE

9,840 SF

capital maintenance + 
strategic investment

at current

NEIGHBORHOOD

NS - NORTHSIDE

5,780 SF

capital maintenance + 
strategic investment

at current

NEIGHBORHOOD

SB - ST. BERNARD

7,150 SF

strategic investment

at current

FOCUSED

WE  WEST END

4,550 SF

makeover

at current

to proposedto proposed

18,000 SF - 22,000 SF

18,000 SF - 22,000 SF 13,000 SF-16,000 SF

BRANCHES OF 
THE ZONE BY SIZE

PLANNING ZONE 
IN COUNTY

TABLE OF 
RECOMMEN- 
DATIONS

(branches  
alphabetically  
sorted)

AGE OF 
BUILDINGS 
MAP

ACCESSIBILITY 
MAP

MAP OF 
CUSTOMER 
TRAVEL  
PATTERNS

BRANCH TILE LEGEND

       NEIGHBORHOOD

AB Branch Code and Name

Current Facility Image

Proposed Branch Type

Improvement StrategyIMPROVEMENT

P L A N N i N G  Z O N E  T E M P L A T E  L E G E N D

Five planning zones were established by the FMP consultant team 
for orientation and organizational purposes. Customer mapping 
revealed travel patterns of library customers, and was used to inform 
the determination of boundaries between zones.

The consultant team gathered data produced by OrangeBoy, a 
customer analysis service, to identify area demographics, such as 
population size in a branch library’s Area of Dominant Influence 
(ADI), local economic trends, and other aspects that could influence 
decision making. Each planning zone totals its constituent branch 
ADIs. 

In Part II of the FMP, each of the Library’s five planning zones are 
summarized in two-page spreads. On the left-hand page, the 
zone map reflects branch locations, population distribution, and 
key geographic features. Below that, branch tiles summarize each 
branch’s key data and improvement recommendation. At the upper 
right of the spread, a table compiles the recommendations for each 
of the zone branches. This is followed by a narrative profile of the 
zone and maps showing facility age, accessibility issues, and zone-
specific customer travel patterns.

The Zone Profile is a useful tool in understanding how the branches 
within each Zone work together to provide a full range of services to 
residents.

1 Dot=1 Person

White

Black

Asian

Hispanic

Other Race/Native 
American/Multi-racial

BACKGROUND MAP LEGEND

Data and classifications derived from 2010 U.S. 
Census / University of Virginia Racial Dot Map: 
One Dot Per Person for the Entire U.S.

Proposed Size (est’d)00,000 SF
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B R A N C H  T E M P L A T E  L E G E N D

The Branch Summary sections aim to identify specific needs and 
opportunities for each Library facility (with the exception of the 
recently-completed Distribution Center). The top left corner of 
each branch summary spread includes a photograph of the branch, 
proposed FMP strategy, proposed typology, and, where applicable, 
whether the facility is leased. A narrative project description 
summarizes facility condition, findings from community engagement, 
facility recommendations, and long-term vision.

At the upper right of each spread, the branch is mapped as the 
center of its network, with travel distances indicated. An adjoining 
table compiles the FMP recommendations and distance of each 
branch in close proximity to the subject branch. This tool is useful in 
understanding how the Library branches interface as part of larger 
system.

Specific project data are also provided, such as the branch site plan, 
floorplans, and images of the interior space. Recommendations are 
made for both the interior and the exterior, as well as for capital 
maintenance issues that the Library Facilities Department has 
identified. Special focus is given to accessibility and equity.
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sidewalk windows furniture accessibilitypainting

OVERV I EW OF  LONG -TERM RECOMMENDAT IONSPROJECT DATA

Usable Building Area  

(1 story + basement)
9,900 SF

FIRST FLOOR

AV  -  AVONDALE  NE IGHBORHOOD NETWORK

Branch Type Strategy Distance

CR Corryville NBHD
Capital Maintenance + 
Strategic Investment

1.8 mi

CL Clifton NBHD Strategic Investment 2.0 mi

NW Norwood NEXT GEN Major Renovation 2.1 mi

WH Walnut Hills
BIG  
NEXT GEN

Major Renovation + 
Expansion incl. 

2.3 mi

SB St. Bernard NBHD Strategic Investment 2.8 mi

NS Northside NBHD
Captial Maintenance + 
Strategic Investment

3.7 mi

HP Hyde Park NBHD
Captial Maintenance + 
Strategic Investment

4.2 mi

Adult computers
BASEMENT

CUSTOMER MAP

ceilingHVACroof

OPEN

OPEN

MAINTENANCE  

NEEDS

lighting floor
electrical 
upgrade signage

Site plan

N

The Avondale Branch Library was completed in 1913. It is one of 
seven remaining of the original Hamilton County area libraries, 
built with funds provided by the Andrew Carnegie Foundation. The 
Spanish Colonial-style structure was extensively renovated in 2014. 
This renovation included an elevator and restroom addition, which 
allow full accessibility for public entry and to both public service 
levels. Due to surrounding development, there is no opportunity for 
expansion of this facility on the currently owned land at this location. 
Public service is presently consolidated to the main level. The multi-
level design of the Avondale Branch presents service challenges and 
its age limits its ability to support new service models and technology 
upgrades. There is no dedicated parking on site, however limited 
public street parking is available. This branch is served by three metro 
routes.

The Avondale Branch Library’s Area of Dominant Influence contains 
a population of 9,397. The Avondale Branch draws customers 
predominantly from within a two-mile radius. While the branch is 
located prominently in the neighborhood, mapping shows that many 
nearby residents regularly chose to use other libraries. The Branch 
does have a flex space on its main level, which may be reserved as 
a meeting room, and has a 50-person capacity. A large portion of its 
customer base is made up of local youth. 

COMMUNITY  INPUT

 ▪ Create safe and welcoming spaces
 ▪ Ensuring operational sustainability
 ▪ Improve public parking and transportation access
 ▪ Offer teen spaces where customers can more effectively self-

govern
 ▪ Improve noise control
 ▪ Diversity and Inclusion

RECOMMENDAT ION

As a Capital Maintenance project, the 
Library’s Facilities Department identified a 
need for improving waterproofing at this 
location. A Strategic Investment is also 
recommended and could enhance service 
in many ways. A process led by Library staff 
with community input will identify how this 
investment should be made.

LONG -TERM V I S ION

Beyond the recommendations of this FMP, 
as additional funding becomes available, 
the Library may explore opportunities 
at this branch such as renovating and 
recapturing the basement. The Avondale 
Branch basement includes staff and storage 
spaces which could be considered for 
possible additional public service space, 
which would allow expansion of current 
service spaces, such as for teens. It could 
also effectively improve noise control and 
create more welcoming spaces.

Avondale and its surrounding communities 
are currently seeing mixed-use 
developments such as in the Innovation 
Corridor at MLK and Reading Rd. There 
is also development happening around 
the Cincinnati Zoo. The Library remains 
active and responsive as a long-standing 
member of an ever-growing community and 
will consider these and other surrounding 
developments as it engages in opportunities 
for growth.

CAPITAL MAINTENANCE +  

STRATEGIC INVESTMENT

NEIGHBORHOOD

A V O N D A L E

Floor plans

2-mile radius

4-mile radius

IMAGE OF THE 
BRANCH

PROJECT  
NARRATIVE

FMP STRATEGY

TYPE OF THE 
PROPOSED 
BRANCH

“NEIGHBORHOOD 
NETWORK” OF 
NEARBY BRANCHES

FLOORPLANS

SITEPLAN

MAINTENANCE 
NEEDS

PROJECT DATA

CUSTOMER MAP, 
INDICATING 
2-MILE AND 
4-MILE BRANCH 
PROXIMITIES

INTERIOR VIEW



C E N T R A L 
N O R T H 

P L A N N I N G 
Z O N E
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BIG NEXT GEN

FO  FOREST PARK

replace/relocate w/ 
expansion incl. accessibility

22,500 SF - 27,500 SF

FOCUSED

MT  MT. HEALTHY

4,500 SF -      
5,500 SF

relocate w/ new

LEASED

C E N T R A L  N O R T H  P L A N N I N G  Z O N E  –  S U M M A R Y

to proposed

NEXT GEN

GR  GROESBECK

14,390 SF

strategic  
investment

at current

NEXT GEN

NC  NORTH CENTRAL

14,450 SF

capital maintenance +  
strategic investment

at current

NEIGHBORHOOD

WY  WYOMING

6,340 SF

capital maintenance + 
strategic investment

at current

NEIGHBORHOOD

CO  COLLEGE HILL

7,190 SF

capital maintenance + 
strategic investment

at current
to proposed

FOCUSED

EP  ELMWOOD PL.

1,430 SF

makeover

LEASED

at current

FOCUSED

GH  GREENHILLS

2,330 SF

strategic 
investment

LEASED

at current
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C E N T R A L  N O R T H  Z O N E  P R O F I L E
The Central North Planning Zone has a population of about 190,000 
living in areas such as Carthage, Colerain, College Hill, Dry Ridge, 
Dunlap, Elmwood Place, Finneytown, Forest Park, Greenhills, 
Groesbeck, Lincoln Heights, Mt. Airy, Mt. Healthy, Mt. Healthy Heights, 
New Burlington, North College Hill, Northbrook, Northgate, Pleasant 
Hills, Pleasant Run, Pleasant Run Farm, Skyline Acres, Springdale, 
Springfield, White Oak, Woodlawn, and Wyoming neighborhoods, 
served by eight branches totaling approximately 60,500 square feet. 
The population is fairly evenly distributed across the planning zone, 
with a slight increase in density towards the west boundary in the 
Groesbeck service area.

Branch facility conditions vary in this planning zone. Mt. Healthy, 
Greenhills, and Elmwood Place are three of the smallest branches of 
the system, operating in extremely small, leased spaces and serving 
small populations. Meanwhile, Groesbeck is one of the most visited 
branches in the system. 

Customer mapping shows generally good geographic coverage of 
library services. As a result, no new branches are recommended. 
However, taking into account that this zone has the lowest amount 
of library space per resident (~0.3 square feet/capita), expansions of 
various scales are recommended for both leased and Library-owned 
facilities. Due to the high concentration of low-income households and 
communities of color in this zone, any potential branch relocations are 
recommended to occur within their current neighborhoods to help 
ensure equitable library access. Forest Park is planned to be replaced 
and expanded, possibly at a different site, to serve as the zone’s Big 
Next Generation Library. Mt. Healthy and Elmwood Place will most 
likely be relocated to larger, Library-owned spaces where services 
can be provided more efficiently and inclusively. The 10-year plan will 
also address maintenance issues for North Central, Wyoming, and 
College Hill branches, while specific Strategic Investments will be 
implemented for Groesbeck and Greenhills branches.

Taken together, these changes will provide a variety of updated 
spaces for residents of this zone and support a full range of traditional 
and contemporary services.

Customer Mapping: Customers travel and visit 
more that one branch in this planning zone 

Accessibility: The majority of buildings are ADA 
accessible, except for Mt. Healthy and Wyoming.

Age of Buildings: The majority of the buildings 
have not been renovated for a long time 

Proposed Square 
Feet

10 ‐ YEAR RECOMMENDATIONS

UPDATED 01/03/2020

Planning Zone and Library
Existing 
Usable 

Square Feet

Effective Age in 
2020

Central North Planning Zone ADI Population : 190,000

CO College Hill 7,187 SF 54 yrs Capital Maintenance + Strategic Investment 7,190 SF
EP Elmwood Place  1,429 SF 44 yrs Makeover 1,430 SF
FO Forest Park  9,620 SF 51 yrs Replace/Relocate with Expansion, incl. Accessibility 22,500‐27,500 SF
GH Greenhills 2,325 SF 4 yrs Strategic Investment  2,330 SF
GR Groesbeck 14,388 SF 21 yrs Strategic Investment  14,390 SF
MT Mt. Healthy  4,621 SF 19 yrs Relocation with New,incl. Accessibility 4,500‐5,500 SF
NC North Central 14,447 SF 29 yrs Capital Maintenance + Strategic Investment 14,450 SF
WY Wyoming 6,339 SF 61 yrs Capital Maintenance + Strategic Investment 6,340 SF

Proposed Square 
Feet

10 ‐ YEAR RECOMMENDATIONS

UPDATED 01/03/2020

Planning Zone and Library
Existing 
Usable 

Square Feet

Effective Age in 
2020

Central North Planning Zone ADI Population : 190,000

CO College Hill 7,187 SF 54 yrs Capital Maintenance + Strategic Investment 7,190 SF
EP Elmwood Place  1,429 SF 44 yrs Makeover 1,430 SF
FO Forest Park  9,620 SF 51 yrs Replace/Relocate with Expansion, incl. Accessibility 22,500‐27,500 SF
GH Greenhills 2,325 SF 4 yrs Strategic Investment  2,330 SF
GR Groesbeck 14,388 SF 21 yrs Strategic Investment  14,390 SF
MT Mt. Healthy  4,621 SF 19 yrs Relocation with New,incl. Accessibility 4,500‐5,500 SF
NC North Central 14,447 SF 29 yrs Capital Maintenance + Strategic Investment 14,450 SF
WY Wyoming 6,339 SF 61 yrs Capital Maintenance + Strategic Investment 6,340 SF
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CAPITAL MAINTENANCE +  

STRATEGIC INVESTMENT

NEIGHBORHOOD

C O L L E G E  H I L L

The College Hill Branch Library was completed in 1966. No significant 
improvements have been made to this branch since its original build. 
Distance between the primary public entrance to the parking lot 
presents some accessibility issues. There may be opportunity on this 
site to re-imagine the structure and replace the current facility. There 
is not a dedicated library parking lot on site, however the branch is 
able to utilize shared community parking adjacent to the building. It 
is also served by two metro routes.

The College Hill Branch Library’s Area of Dominant Influence contains 
a population of 17,550. Most customers come from less than two miles 
from the branch. It has a dedicated meeting room with a 35-person 
capacity. Their customer base ranges quite widely in demographics 
and service needs. Some use the space quickly, picking up holds and 
leaving, while others use it as a safe space during the day, their only 
source of internet access and social interaction. Young families often 
browse for children’s material and some kids come after school for a 
snack, place to focus on homework, and have social time with friends. 
Many come into the branch for assistance with job seeking.

COMMUNITY  INPUT

 ▪ Develop dynamic, engaging, and flexible spaces with particular 
focus on youth services, increasing access to technology, and 
social spaces for community use

 ▪ Delineate spaces for kids/teens/adults with particular focus on 
improved acoustics and designated quiet/noisy spaces

 ▪ Utilize outdoor spaces more effectively with particular focus on 
recapturing courtyard space and increasing parking capacity

RECOMMENDAT ION

As a Capital Maintenance Project, the Library’s Facilities Department 
has identified that the College Hill Branch Library is in need of 
major HVAC and electrical upgrades. It will also receive a Strategic 
Investment which could be used in many possible ways to enhance 
service. A process led by Library staff with community input will 
identify how this investment should be made.

LONG -TERM V I S ION

Beyond the recommendations of this FMP, 
as additional funding becomes available, 
the Library may explore opportunities at this 
branch such as an interior update and even 
renovation to re-think the public service 
space and possibly incorporate study 
rooms, as has been explored in the past. Its 
close proximity to the school-owned park 
might allow for a future partnership. The Li-
brary may also explore acquiring additional 
land to expand or even explore nearby 
locations for a relocation as opportunities 
present themselves. 

College Hill and its surrounding communities 
are seeing the beginning phases of a 
$30 Million mixed use development at 
Hamilton Ave & North Bend Rd which is 
to include retail space, apartments, and 
townhomes. The College Hill Central Urban 
Redevelopment Corporation has been 
acquiring properties recently to redevelop 
and bring entrepreneurs to College Hill. 
The Library remains active and responsive 
as a long-standing member of an ever-
growing community and will consider these 
and other surrounding developments as it 
engages in opportunities for growth. Once 
improvements are made to other branches 
in the North Central Zone, the Library will 
evaluate whether customer usage changes 
for College Hill, and consider making 
further improvements or tailoring spaces 
and services based on customers’ evolving 
needs.
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PROJECT DATA

CO -  COLLEGE  H I L L  NE IGHBORHOOD NETWORKCUSTOMER MAP

N

Site plan

Adult Area Main Entrance

Branch Type Strategy Distance

MT Mt.Healthy FOCUSED Relocation with New 2.4 mi

GR Groesbeck NEXT GEN Strategic Investment 3.2 mi

NS Northside NHBD
Capital Maintenance +
Strategic Investment

3.3 mi

SB St. Bernard NHBD
Capital Maintenance +
Strategic Investment

4.6 mi

Usable SF (1 story) 7,190 SF
sidewalk windowspainting

OVERV I EW OF  LONG -TERM RECOMMENDAT IONS

ceilingHVACroof

OPEN

OPEN

MAINTENANCE  

NEEDS

lighting furniturefloor accessibility
electrical 
upgrade signage
electrical 
upgrade

Floor plan

2-mile radius

4-mile radius
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FOCUSED

MAKEOVER

LEASED

The Elmwood Place Branch Library moved into their current leased 
space in the Elmwood Place Municipal Building in 1977. The Elmwood 
Place Branch Library is the smallest in the system. This branch has not 
received major renovation since its original opening. No barriers to 
accessibility have been discovered to entry at this location, however, 
restrooms are entirely inaccessible, as the shared restrooms are only 
accessible via stairs. Opportunity for expansion within the current 
building is not available. Shared on-site parking and street parking 
options are quite limited. The branch is serviced by one metro route.

The Elmwood Place Branch Library’s Area of Dominant Influence 
contains a population of 5,016. Most of its customers are located 
within a two-mile radius. There are no reservable rooms available 
for the public at this location. Restrooms are presently shared with 
the Municipal Building and not always freely available to library 
customers. One of this branch’s primary service groups are young 
teens/adolescents from nearby neighborhoods.

COMMUNITY  INPUT

 ▪ Develop dynamic, engaging, and flexible spaces with particular 
focus on youth services, increasing access to technology, and 
social spaces for community use

 ▪ Delineate spaces for kids/teens/adults with particular focus on 
improved acoustics and designated quiet/noisy spaces

 ▪ Noted support for relocation of branch to a bigger space with 
differing views on the best geographic location

RECOMMENDAT ION

As a Design Project, it is recommended that the Elmwood Place 
Branch receive a thorough makeover of its current space. The 
renovated space should incorporate as much versatile and flexible 
space definition and furniture as possible for fluctuating service 
needs at the branch. If possible, it would incorporate separate study 
areas and designated restroom facilities for library customers.

LONG -TERM V I S ION

Beyond the recommendations of this FMP, 
as additional funding becomes available, 
the Library may explore opportunities at this 
branch to find a nearby space for relocation, 
as there is very limited capacity in its current 
location. A new location would allow for 
increased space to gather, meet and also to 
control noise within the space.

Elmwood Place and its surrounding 
communities have seen Elmwood Place 
Elementary consolidate with St. Bernard 
Elementary in a new development. Many 
businesses and organizations have had to 
leave the area. The Library remains active 
and responsive as a long-standing member 
of an ever-growing community and will 
consider these and other surrounding 
developments as it engages in opportunities 
for growth. Once improvements are made 
to other branches in the North Central Zone, 
the Library will evaluate whether customer 
usage changes for Elmwood Place, and 
consider making further improvements 
or tailoring spaces and services based on 
customers’ evolving needs.

E L M W O O D  P L A C E



4
1
  

 
FA

C
IL

IT
Y

 M
A

ST
ER

 P
LA

N
 P

A
RT

 I
I 

—
 C

IN
C

IN
N

A
TI

LI
B

RA
RY

.O
RG

/N
EX

TG
EN

ER
A

TI
O

N
LI

B
RA

RY

EP  -  E LMWOOD PLACE  NE IGHBORHOOD NETWORK

MUNICIPAL 

BUILDING

Floor plan

Aerial View of the library location

PROJECT DATA

CUSTOMER MAP

Usable SF (1 story) 1,430 SF

Branch Type Strategy Distance

SB St. Bernard NHBD Strategic Investment 1.4 mi

BH Bond Hill NEXT GEN Strategic Investment 2.4 mi

WY Wyoming NHBD
Capital Maintenance +
Strategic Investment

3.0 mi

AV Avondale NHBD
Capital Maintenance +
Strategic Investment

3.5 mi

RE Reading NHBD Strategic Investment 4.1 mi

NW Norwood NEXT GEN
Major Renovation + 
Expansion incl. Accessibility

4.2 mi

OVERV I EW OF  LONG -TERM RECOMMENDAT IONS

ceilingHVACroof

OPEN

OPEN

MAINTENANCE  

NEEDS

painting sidewalk lighting windows floor furniture
electrical 
upgrade accessibility signage

Children’s area

2-mile radius

4-mile radius



4
2
  

 
TH

E 
PU

B
LI

C
 L

IB
RA

RY
 O

F 
C

IN
C

IN
N

A
TI

 A
N

D
 H

A
M

IL
TO

N
 C

O
U

N
TY

 F
A

C
IL

IT
Y

 M
A

ST
ER

 P
LA

N
, 

PA
RT

 I
I 

C
E

N
T

R
A

L
 N

O
R

T
H

 Z
O

N
E

BIG NEXT GEN

RELOCATION with NEW

F O R E S T  P A R K

The Forest Park Branch Library was completed in September of 
1969. It has received minimal improvements since then. This heavily 
used building is need of major lighting, electrical system, window, 
and furniture updates. There have been no discoveries of barriers to 
public entry accessibility at this location, however the interior layout 
is awkward and difficult to navigate. The presently owned land parcel 
does have some limited opportunity for expansion on the current 
site. There is a dedicated parking lot on site but there is no public 
transportation currently serving this location.

The Forest Park Branch Library’s Area of Dominant Influence contains 
a population of 23,111. Customer mapping and visitor counts show 
that this library already serves as a regional destination. The existing 
meeting room with a 30-person capacity is viewed as too small by 
most community and staff. There is not currently a technology lab, 
maker space, or any group study rooms.  Its predominant customer 
base is made up of a wide demographic range and variety of service 
needs.

COMMUNITY  INPUT

 ▪ Develop dynamic, engaging, and flexible spaces with particular 
focus on youth services, increasing access to technology (i.e. 
makerspace), and social spaces for community use

 ▪ Delineate spaces for kids/teens/adults with particular focus on 
designated quiet/noisy spaces and intentionality of space

 ▪ Branch design should incorporate adaptability and relevance for 
future generations

 ▪ Noted support for a new location and/or a new build on current

RECOMMENDAT ION

As a Design Project, it is recommended that the Forest Park Branch 
Library be relocated nearby with new, expanded facilities with full 
accessibility. Although the current facility has served the community 
well over the years, a plethora of pain points have been identified 
by the community and staff, which, when joined with existing 
maintenance needs of the facility, make it an ideal candidate for a 

reimagining. This site might support a larger 
Next Generation Library of approximately 
20,000 – 25,000 square feet; however, due 
to the existing building’s age, condition, 
and extensive needs, a larger replacement 
is likely to be more cost effective and 
functional, and generate a longer lasting 
investment than a renovation. Community 
officials and citizens have also presented 
thoughts on new locations of land for the 
Library to build on.

LONG -TERM V I S ION

Beyond the recommendations of this FMP, 
as additional funding becomes available, 
the Library may explore opportunities at this 
branch to further expand its ability to host 
community partnerships and offer a wider 
range of public services for its community. 
This branch is intended to be a destination 
library well into the future.

Forest Park and its surrounding communities 
are seeing Winton Woods Intermediate 
moving to a new space. The Library remains 
active and responsive as a long-standing 
member of an ever-growing community and 
will consider these and other surrounding 
developments as it engages in opportunities 
for growth.
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FO  -  FOREST  PARK  NE IGHBORHOOD NETWORK

Floor plan

Adult area

Adult area

Precedent project: Northwest Library, Dayton, OH

PROJECT DATA

CUSTOMER MAP

Usable SF (1 story) 9,620 SF

Replacement Size 22,500-27,500 SF

Existing Site 75,500 SF

Proposed Site 87,120 SF

Branch Type Strategy Distance

GH Greenhills FOCUSED Strategic Investment 1.9 mi

NC N. Central NEXT GEN
Capital Maintenance +
Strategic Investment

4.3 mi

WY Wyoming NHBD
Capital Maintenance +
Strategic Investment

6.4 mi

OVERV I EW OF  LONG -TERM RECOMMENDAT IONS

ceilingHVACroof

OPEN

OPEN

MAINTENANCE  

NEEDS

painting sidewalk lighting windows floor furniture
electrical 
upgrade accessibility signage
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STRATEGIC INVESTMENT

FOCUSED LEASED

G R E E N H I L L S

The Greenhills Branch Library moved to their current leased location 
2016. It is located within the Greenhills Community Building. Some 
shared spaces with other building tenants of the make operations 
challenging for this branch at times. No barriers to public entry 
accessibility have been discovered at this branch. The lease situation 
offers limited opportunity for expansion at the current location. There 
is no dedicated parking lot on site, but it does have a large shared 
parking lot, where it has been suggested that security and lighting 
need improvement as well as signage for wayfinding. This branch is 
also served by three metro routes. 

The Greenhills Branch Library’s Area of Dominant Influence contains 
a population of 3,806. This branch currently houses two study rooms. 
With no large meeting space, the branch is sometimes populated 
with individuals attending programming. This branch predominantly 
serves families and homeschoolers who use the facility regularly and 
check out large amounts of materials. Adults regularly use the facility 
in mornings and early afternoons while after school, children and 
teens come to use technology as well as kids’ materials.

COMMUNITY  INPUT

 ▪ Increase access by improving visibility of and wayfinding for the 
branch 

 ▪ Utilize outdoor spaces more effectively 
 ▪ Noted support for a drive-up return box and hold lockers
 ▪ Develop dynamic, engaging, and flexible spaces with particular 

focus on social spaces for community use and community 
partnerships (i.e. Hamilton County Parks)

RECOMMENDAT ION

As the recipient of a Strategic Investment, the Greenhills branch will 
have opportunity to improve the space it currently occupies and 
enhance service. A process led by Library staff with community input 
will identify how this investment should be made.

LONG -TERM V I S ION

Beyond the recommendations of this FMP, 
as additional funding becomes available, 
the Library may explore opportunities 
at this branch such as expanding the 
branch’s leased square footage within the 
current building. If possible, and explore 
opportunity for property acquisition and 
relocation for a free-standing location in the 
community with expanded facilities.

Greenhills and its surrounding communities 
are seeing the construction of a new 
Winton Woods Pre-K through 6th facility. 
There also have been recent old building 
demolitions in the community leaving 
empty lots, ready for development. The 
Library remains active and responsive as a 
long-standing member of an ever-growing 
community and will consider these and 
other surrounding developments as it 
engages in opportunities for growth. Once 
the nearby Forest Park Branch is renovated 
and expanded into a Next Generation-sized 
branch, the Library will evaluate whether 
customer usage changes for Greenhills, 
and consider making further improvements 
or tailoring spaces and services based on 
customers’ evolving needs.
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GH -  GREENH I L LS  NE IGHBORHOOD NETWORK

PROJECT DATA

CUSTOMER MAP

Floor plan

Aerial view of the current location

Branch Type Strategy Distance

FO Forest Park
BIG  
NEXT GEN

Relocation with New 1.9 mi

NC N. Central NEXT GEN
Capital Maintenance + 
Strategic Investment

3.6 mi

MT Mt. Healthy FOCUSED Relocation with New 3.6 mi

WY Wyoming NHBD
Capital Maintenance + 
Strategic Investment

4.8 mi

GR Groesbeck NEXT GEN Strategic Investment 6.6 mi

Usable SF (1 story) 2,325 SF

OVERV I EW OF  LONG -TERM RECOMMENDAT IONS

ceilingHVACroof

OPEN

OPEN

MAINTENANCE  

NEEDS

painting sidewalk lighting windows floor furniture
electrical 
upgrade accessibility signage

Adult area
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NEXT GEN

STRATEGIC INVESTMENT

G R O E S B E C K

The Groesbeck Branch Library was completed and dedicated in May 
2000. The branch has not seen significant improvements since its 
original build. A very well-used branch, the relatively small footprint 
sometimes makes facility navigation and environmental acoustics an 
issue. No barriers to public entry accessibility have been discovered 
at this location. There is limited opportunity for expansion on the 
presently owned land parcel. This branch has a dedicated parking lot 
for library customers and the location is served by two metro routes.

The Groesbeck Branch Library’s Area of Dominant Influence contains 
a population of 68,975. Groesbeck pulls a customer base from a wide 
area across Hamilton County. There is a dedicated meeting room 
with a 28-person capacity at this location as well as a drive-through 
service window. This branch serves many in for quick visits to pick up 
materials on hold, but also individual business people and students 
who spend many hours at the branch working and studying. Tutoring 
sessions last for an hour or more at the branch and many come for 
access to public computers or Wi-Fi as well.

COMMUNITY  INPUT

 ▪ Develop dynamic, engaging, and flexible spaces with particular 
focus on increasing access to technology and social spaces for 
community use

 ▪ Delineate space by activity with particular focus on technology 
(i.e. gaming spaces, more computers, makerspace equipment)

 ▪ Utilize outdoor spaces more effectively with particular focus on 
recapturing courtyard space

 ▪ Desire for public art and cultural events

RECOMMENDAT ION

As a Strategic Investment, the Groesbeck Branch has opportunity to 
improve its existing facility and enhance service. A process led by 
Library staff with community input will identify how this investment 
should be made.

LONG -TERM V I S ION

Beyond the recommendations of this FMP, 
as additional funding becomes available, 
the Library may explore opportunities at 
this branch such as renovating parts of 
the interior to include additional meeting 
rooms, study rooms, or tech-specific service 
areas. There is also opportunity to expand 
into the courtyard for additional public 
service space.

Groesbeck and its surrounding communities 
are seeing much development including a 
$16M Duke Energy facility to open in 2020. 
This is being planned as a TIF project, and 
the hope is to use that TIF designation to 
redevelop the surrounding area improving 
properties, sidewalks, lighting, etc. Colerain 
Township has just formalized a partnership 
with Northwest Local School District and the 
Mill Creek Conservancy District to develop 
space adjacent to Struble Elementary into 
a new park. Other nearby developments 
include Bigg’s grocery store which was 
recently redeveloped to house new retail 
establishments and the relocation and 
expansion of Kroger to across Colerain Ave. 
The Library remains active and responsive 
as a long-standing member of an ever-
growing community and will consider these 
and other surrounding developments as it 
engages in opportunities for growth.
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GR  -  GROESBECK  NE IGHBORHOOD NETWORK

PROJECT DATA

CUSTOMER MAP

N

Site plan

Children’s area Circulation desk

Floor plan

Branch Type Strategy Distance

MT Mt. Healthy FOCUSED Relocation with New 3.3 mi

CO College Hill NBHD
Capital Maintenance + 
Strategic Investment

3.4 mi

MO Mon.Heights NBHD Strategic Investment 4.3 mi

Usable SF (1 story) 14,390 SF

OVERV I EW OF  LONG -TERM RECOMMENDAT IONS

ceilingHVACroof

OPEN

OPEN

MAINTENANCE  

NEEDS

painting sidewalk lighting windows floor furniture
electrical 
upgrade accessibility signage
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RELOCATION with NEW

LEASED

M T .  H E A L T H Y

The Mt. Healthy Branch Library moved to its current leased location 
in 1951. In 1961, additional space was added to the branch when it 
expanded into an adjoining storeroom. The Mt. Healthy branch has 
often been noted as difficult to find due to signage restrictions of the 
current location. The tight entry vestibule and the transition between 
the two halves of the branch present some accessibility issues. The 
current interior layout is not easily navigable. The building itself is 
quite dated and has HVAC, insulation, and plumbing concerns. Its 
age limits its ability to support new service models and technology 
upgrades. The lease situation offers limited opportunity for expansion 
at the current location. There is extremely limited dedicated library 
parking and some limited public street parking is available nearby. 
This branch is also served by three metro routes. 

The Mt. Healthy Branch Library’s Area of Dominant Influence contains 
a population of 10,476. There is not currently a meeting room, 
technology area, makerspace, or any group study spaces. This branch 
predominantly serves individual children, adults, families, daycare 
groups, and more.

COMMUNITY  INPUT

 ▪ Delineate spaces for kids/teens/adults with particular focus on 
improved acoustics and designated quiet/noisy spaces

 ▪ Develop dynamic, engaging, and flexible spaces with particular 
focus on equitable access and social spaces for community use

 ▪ Noted support for relocation more centrally located within the 
community

 ▪ Noted support for a drive-up return

RECOMMENDAT ION

As a Design Project, the Mt. Healthy Branch Library is recommended 
for a relocation to a new facility with full accessibility. It is recommended 
that the Library look for opportunities to relocate the branch to a new, 
owned location. The new space should be expanded, and additional 
space will allow definition for various service requests, more diverse 
seating/meeting areas, larger/family friendly restrooms, easier entry, 
and more parking. The Library should explore what opportunities 
arise nearby in a central location in the community to find a space 

that is best suited for a sustainable future of 
this branch.

LONG -TERM V I S ION

Beyond the recommendations of this FMP, 
as additional funding becomes available, 
the Library may explore opportunities at this 
branch such as engaging in more community 
partnerships and offering additional public 
services as it is needed or desired by Library 
customers in the community.

Mt. Healthy and its surrounding 
communities are seeing a health complex 
development nearby. There are also 
continued renovations of “The Main,” a 
historic theater on Hamilton Avenue. The 
Library remains active and responsive as a 
long-standing member of an ever-growing 
community and will consider these and 
other surrounding developments as it 
engages in opportunities for growth. Once 
improvements are made to other branches 
in the North Central Zone, the Library will 
evaluate whether customer usage changes 
for Mt. Healthy, and consider making 
further improvements or tailoring spaces 
and services based on customers’ evolving 
needs.

FOCUSED
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MT  -  MT.  HEALTHY  NE IGHBORHOOD NETWORK

Children’s areaAdult area

Floor plan

PROJECT DATA

CUSTOMER MAP

N

Site plan

Usable SF (1 story) 4,600 SF

Replacement Size 4,500-5,500 SF

Existing Site Leased

Proposed Site TBD

Branch Type Strategy Distance

CO College Hill NHBD
Capital Maintenance + 
Strategic Investment

2.4 mi

GR Groesbeck NEXT GEN Strategic Investment 3.4 mi

NC N.Central NEXT GEN
Capital Maintenance + 
Strategic Investment

3.7 mi

FO Forest Park
BIG
NEXT GEN

Relocation with New 5.5 mi

OVERV I EW OF  LONG -TERM RECOMMENDAT IONS

ceilingHVACroof

OPEN

OPEN

MAINTENANCE  

NEEDS

painting sidewalk lighting windows floor furniture
electrical 
upgrade accessibility signage
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NEXT GEN

CAPITAL MAINTENANCE +  

STRATEGIC INVESTMENT

N O R T H  C E N T R A L

The North Central Branch Library opened in January 1990. The facility 
is in a well-liked location in the community; however, the facility has 
received no significant modifications since its original build. No 
barriers to public entry accessibility have been discovered at this 
location. There is limited opportunity for expansion on the presently 
owned land parcel at this location. There is a dedicated parking lot 
on site and this branch is served by one metro route.

The North Central Branch Library’s Area of Dominant Influence 
contains a population of 33,966. The North Central Branch draws 
customers from a wide range of locations surrounding the branch. 
Its dedicated meeting room has a 70-person capacity.  This branch 
predominantly serves customers who require staff assistance, 
specifically with technology. There are also increasing numbers of 
ESL customers at this branch as well.

COMMUNITY  INPUT

 ▪ Develop dynamic, engaging, and inclusive spaces with 
particular focus on teens  and more social spaces for community 
use

 ▪ Delineate space by activity with particular focus on job-seekers
 ▪ Noted support for a drive up/drive thru return

RECOMMENDAT ION

As a Capital Maintenance Project, the Library’s Facilities Department 
has identified that the HVAC system at North Central is in need 
of some very significant updates. It is also recommended that this 
branch receive a Strategic Investment. A process led by Library staff 
with community input will identify how this investment should be 
made. 

LONG -TERM V I S ION

Beyond the recommendations of this FMP, 
as additional funding becomes available, 
the Library may explore opportunities at 
this branch such as renovating the space 
to include additional meeting rooms or a 
dedicated teen space and even looking at a 
minor expansion on the current site.

North Central and its surrounding 
communities are seeing much new 
development including a major renovation 
of Hamilton County ESC (Educational 
Service Center) building next door to the 
branch. Other new developments include a 
Kroger on Springdale Rd, the renovation of 
Pleasant Run school, renovation of Ashley 
Woods Apartments, new daycare facilities 
and the expansion of a nearby kids learning 
center. The Library remains active and 
responsive as a long-standing member of an 
ever-growing community and will consider 
these and other surrounding developments 
as it engages in opportunities for growth.
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NC -  NORTH  CENTRAL  NE IGHBORHOOD NETWORK

PROJECT DATA

CUSTOMER MAP

N

Site plan

Floor plan

Meeting room Adult area

Branch Type Strategy Distance

MT Mt. Healthy FOCUSED Relocation with New 3.6 mi

FO Forest Park
BIG
NEXT GEN

Relocation with New 4.1 mi

Usable SF (1 story) 14,450 SF

OVERV I EW OF  LONG -TERM RECOMMENDAT IONS

ceilingHVACroof

OPEN

OPEN

MAINTENANCE  

NEEDS

painting sidewalk lighting windows floor furniture
electrical 
upgrade accessibility signage
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W Y O M I N G

The Wyoming Branch Library opened in 1959. Its multi-level design 
presents service challenges. Although a popularly used location, the 
facility and its parking have been outgrown by the customer base 
of the branch. Renovations have made the public entry on the main 
level accessible, however the lower level, where public restrooms are 
located, remains inaccessible to those with mobility challenges. There 
is not opportunity on the current site for expansion. This branch has 
a dedicated parking lot, but it is somewhat hazardous to navigate 
and is frequently inadequate for the volume of customers visiting the 
branch. Additional nearby community parking is available  and it is 
served by one metro route.

The Wyoming Branch Library’s Area of Dominant Influence contains a 
population of 26,171. The lower level houses this branch’s dedicated 
meeting room with an 80-person capacity and is only accessible 
by stairs. This branch predominantly serves customers whom stay 
for long periods of time for public computer access, Wi-Fi, and 
newspaper and magazine reading. Some do come in for quick pick 
up of materials on hold. This branch is also frequently used by parents 
with children after story time for books, toys, and socialization.

COMMUNITY  INPUT

 ▪ Increase access through more public parking and improved 
ADA accessibility

 ▪ Develop dynamic, engaging, and flexible spaces with particular 
focus on social spaces for community use

 ▪ Branch design should incorporate adaptability and relevance for 
future generations

 ▪ Noted support for either drive-up return or drive-thru window
 ▪ Noted support for expanding branch; however, some want 

to stay on the current site, others want to move elsewhere in 
Wyoming

RECOMMENDAT ION

As a Capital Maintenance project, the Library Facilities Department 
has identified that the building is in need of HVAC and electrical 
upgrades. It is recommended that this branch also receive a Strategic 
Investment. A process by Library staff with community input will 
identify how this investment should be made.

LONG -TERM V I S ION

Beyond the recommendations of this FMP, 
as additional funding becomes available, 
the library may explore opportunities 
at this branch such as looking at nearby 
acquisitions that lend themselves to a 
larger library branch for a more sustainable 
future for the Wyoming Branch. Expanded 
facilities and parking would better suit the 
customer base of this branch and allow for 
full accessibility to services.

Wyoming and its surrounding communities 
are seeing an $8M redevelopment of 
Wyoming’s main thoroughfare, Springfield 
Pike. The Library remains active and 
responsive as a long-standing member of an 
ever-growing community and will consider 
these and other surrounding developments 
as it engages in opportunities for growth. 
Once the nearby Forest Hills and Deer Park 
Branches are renovated and expanded 
into Next Generation-sized branches, the 
Library will evaluate whether customer 
usage changes for Wyoming, and consider 
making further improvements or tailoring 
spaces and services based on customers’ 
evolving needs.

CAPITAL MAINTENANCE +  

STRATEGIC INVESTMENT

NEIGHBORHOOD
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WY -  WYOMING NE IGHBORHOOD NETWORK

PROJECT DATA

CUSTOMER MAP

N

Meeting room

BASEMENT

FIRST FLOOR

Branch Type Strategy Distance

RE Reading NHBD Strategic Investment 2.1 mi

EP
Elmwood 
Place

FOCUSED Makeover 3.0 mi

BH Bond Hill NEXT GEN Strategic Investment 4.0 mi

FO Forest Park
BIG NEXT 
GEN

Relocation with New 4.6 mi

DP Deer Park
BIG NEXT 
GEN

Replacement with  
New, Expanded

5.1 mi

PL
Pleasant  
Ridge

NHBD
Capital Maintenance + 
Strategic Investment

5.9 mi

Usable SF (2 stories) 6,340 SF

OVERV I EW OF  LONG -TERM RECOMMENDAT IONS

ceilingHVACroof

OPEN

OPEN

MAINTENANCE  

NEEDS

painting sidewalk lighting windows floor furniture
electrical 
upgrade accessibility signage

Site plan

Floor plans



Bond Hill

Loveland

Symmes Township



CONTACT US

PHONE
513-369-6900

ADDRESS
800 Vine Street 
Cincinnati, OH, 45202
513-369-6900




