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PIMA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

November 7, 2019, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Joel D. Valdez Library, 4th Floor Boardroom, 101 N. Stone Ave, Tucson, Arizona    
 
Present:  Cheryl Langer, Chair; Nancy Puckett, Vice-Chair; Beverly J. Bannon; 

Edward Buster; John Halliday; Betsy D. Shepard; and Nubia Valentino 
 
Absent: Maria Iannone and Elizabeth Soltero 
 
Also Present: Amber Mathewson, Library Director; Karyn Prechtel-Altman, Deputy 

Director; Sharla Ronstadt, Library Services Manager; Holly Schaffer, 
Community Relations Manager; Tara Foxx-Lupo, Martha Cooper Library 
Branch Manager; Deborah Jassem, Pima Library Foundation and Karen 
Williams, Pima Library Foundation 

  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Cheryl Langer and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES 
 
Edward Buster moved and Nancy Puckett seconded approval of the October 3, 2019 minutes.  
 
Motion carried. 
 

3. INTRODUCTIONS 
 
No introductions were made. 
 

4. SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS BY LIBRARY BOARD MEMBERS  
 
Board members updated on what library related activities they have been doing since the last 
meeting.  Some of the responses included: 
 

• Nancy Puckett attended the Arizona Library Association Conference this morning.  She 
found the sessions to be informative and inspiring, and encourages people to go next year. 

• Edward Buster reported that the Friends of the Southeast Library have incorporated.  They 
have their Board in place, are working on their mission statement, vision, logo, etc.  Anne 
Gibson was elected as the President and Edward as the Vice-President.     

• John Halliday attended the book sale at the Friends of the Oro Valley Public Library, and 
even ran into Maria Iannone there.  He also attended the Jacob Tobia program at Murphy-
Wilmot Library.  He said it was well-organized and had a great turnout.  

• Betsy D. Shepard, who works at Pueblo High School, talked about how she sees a need 
for Spanish-speaking parents of the students to have more information.  She has been 
thinking about how to bring them to the library or to have the library come to them.    

• Beverly J. Bannon recently observed a toddler program at the Wheeler Taft Abbett Sr. 
Library, saying it was well-attended and well-organized.   

• Cheryl Langer maintains the Friends’ book cart at the Salazar-Ajo Library and when she 
went in to maintain it, found the library full of teenagers, something that hasn’t always been 
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as they have had trouble attracting that age group.  She will also be teaching a pillowcase 
and no-sew blanket class there again.  

 
5. FRIENDS GROUPS AND LIBRARY FOUNDATION REPORTS ON EVENTS AND 

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF THE PIMA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 

Deborah Jassem, Executive Director of Pima Library Foundation, introduced Karen Williams, their 
new Board member.  She also informed:   

• The Library Foundation received a $15,000 grant for the Career Online High School 
program.  The Library Foundation Board has agreed to match it, for a total of $30,000. 

• The Library Foundation’s Author Salon series focus on Southwest authors.  The next one 
features author W., K. Stratton, author of The Wild Bunch.  They are working with the 
Tucson Festival of Books on one in March, which will feature Evan Thomas, author of 
First, a biography on Sandra Day O’Conner.   

 
Amber spoke on behalf of Scott Lukomski, Friends of the Pima County Library.  They are planning 
to make a $70,000 donation in November.    
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. PRESENTATION ABOUT MARTHA COOPER LIBRARY AND THE SERVICES AND 
PROGRAMS PROVIDED 
Tara Foxx-Lupo, Branch Manager, Martha Cooper Library   
 
Some highlights provided: 

• The Martha Cooper Library opened in 2006.  
• It is a hidden gem (not at a major cross street) in the Garden District Neighborhood.   
• It is one of the only spaces in the area that is public and is well-used by the 

community. 
• Gate counts went from 150,000 in 2016 to 230,000 in 2019.   
• Annual circulation is around 90,000 a year.   
• They presented over 1,300 programs and had over 16,000 attendees in fiscal year 

2018-2019. 
• They are close to schools and serve a large youth population.  Some of the 

programs for youth include:  Homework and reading help, Code Club, Game 
Lounge, Snack Time, Summer Meals (a collaboration with TUSD), Storytime, and 
Just Play.   

• Adult Programs & Partnerships include:  English language classes, Book Club, 
Arizona@Work, yoga, genealogy, movies with Martha (with popcorn), crochet and 
knit group, gardening and sustainability programs.   

• Other Arts & Culture programs for adults include:  Drawing Studio classes, 
Unscrewed Theater, Bob Ross Paint-along, and Adult coloring. 

• Some of the ways they work to keep Martha Cooper Library a beautiful space is by 
decorating their book drop and creating beautiful thematic displays.   

• Tara thanked all of the Friends groups that make the Martha Cooper Library 
programming possible.   

• Amber added that Tara is the Chair of the Welcome to America team, which serves 
the refugee and immigrant population, saying that she was the “voice for the 
people”.   
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7. LIBRARY REPORTS        
 
A. COMMUNITY RELATIONS REPORT 

Holly Schaffer, Community Relations Manager, highlighted and/or added to her written 
report: 

 
• Jacob Tobia’s event was excellent, and was standing room only.  
• Tucson Poet Laureate TC Tolbert taught three Trans, Non-binary, and Queer+ 

(TNBQ+) Poetry Workshops at three libraries, and more than four dozen people 
attended. 

• Valencia Library’s 50th anniversary celebration was jam packed.  There was music, 
dancing, Bookmobile and crafts. 

• The third Library Night Out is scheduled for next Wednesday with a screening of the 
movie The Warrior Tradition. 

• The Weekly Wait List that was run in the Arizona Daily Star will still be on the Library 
website, but now the Arizona Daily Star will run a “We Recommend” column, with 
themed booklists. 

• The third Career Online High School graduation is coming up, and Holly sent an 
Outlook invitation to the Library Board.  More information is forthcoming. 

   
B. LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S REPORT   

Amber Mathewson, Library Director, highlighted and/or added to her written report: 
 
Director Mathewson discussed how the concerns about Eckstrom-Columbus Library that 
were brought up at the last meeting’s Call to the Public were addressed.  Director Mathewson 
spoke with the speaker right after the meeting, but he has not contacted her since then.  
Meetings were held with the Manager and staff, and they discussed his observations.  He 
hadn’t told the Librarian in charge what he was seeing.  While staff is vigilant, they can’t have 
eyes everywhere, so they hope he’ll speak to the Librarian if he sees something again.  They 
have had the furniture cleaned, and staff are doing extra cleaning on Saturday mornings 
before they open.  They are also working with the liaison with the security guards, and will 
be talking with the person in charge of the special duty officers to ensure that they are 
attentive.    
 
Director Mathewson and Anna Sanchez, Latinx Program Manager, attended the Counted In 
forum at the University of Maryland that was held October 30-November 1.  The intention 
was to get ideas on how to reach underserved populations, especially those who are non-
English speaking.  They are also working to make sure that staff is prepared, since the Library 
will be a key location to fill out the form online.  They also want to make sure that people feel 
safe filling it out and will encourage doing it online because it is easier.  Director Mathewson 
also talked about how one of the things that people have problems with is having to choose 
a race and ethnicity group when theirs is not represented.  Director Mathewson encourages 
the Board to talk about the Census with any of the groups they are involved with. 
 
The Arizona Library Association Conference is currently happening at the Tucson 
Convention Center, and a special session will be held at the Flowing Wells Library for 
teachers.   
 
El Pueblo Library had fifteen windows broken through an act of vandalism and have since 
been replaced.  Other buildings in the complex were effected as well.  One person has been 
arrested so far.     
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C. PUBLIC SERVICES REPORT  
Karyn Prechtel-Altman, Deputy Director of Public Services & Community Engagement, 
highlighted and/or added to her written report: 
 
Deputy Director Prechtel-Altman announced the Salazar-Ajo Library has a new Manager, 
Richard Guinn.  Yesterday was his first day at the Library.  Cheryl Langer said that she had 
the opportunity to meet him and thinks he’ll be a great addition to the staff. 
 
Tucson Meet Yourself brought 11,000 people to Joel D. Valdez Main Library.  The weekend 
count is usually 3,000.  Lots of activities were happening, including dog adoptions.  County 
Departments had tables set up on the first floor, with their displays.   The Main Library staff 
worked hard to make the event successful for the Library. 
 
Six alumni showed up for the Valencia Library anniversary celebration and a group picture 
was taken.   

 
D. SUPPORT SERVICES REPORT 

 
Michelle Simon, Deputy Director of Support Services 
 
Director Mathewson reported for Deputy Director Simon, who was not in attendance.    
 
The notice to proceed was received for the Southeast Library, meaning the contractor can 
start their work.  Water will get hooked up, fences will go up, etc.  As soon as anything is 
known about the ground-breaking, the Board will be notified. 
 
Martha Cooper Library is on the next list for expansion, probably done by 2022.   
 
Director Mathewson added that the Valencia Library anniversary celebration was really great, 
with games, crafts, sugar skulls, Gertie and the T.O. Boyz playing music, dancing, piñatas, 
and fry bread. 
 
Nancy Puckett asked for an update on Sahuarita Library.  It still has to go out to bid, possibly 
by mid-December.  It is planned to be about 18,000 square feet. 

 
8. CALL TO THE PUBLIC  

 
No members of the public were in attendance. 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Edward Buster moved and John Halliday seconded adjournment of the meeting.  Motion carried 
and meeting adjourned at 4:51 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting:  December 5, 2019, Joel D. Valdez Main Library, 101 N. Stone Ave., Tucson, AZ. 
 
Submitted by: 
Judy Moses 
Special Staff Assistant - Senior 


