
  NEWSLETTER 

 

Kia ora. I’m Chris Baxter.  

In July I took over the role of Chair of The Friends of Christchurch City Libraries (FOCCL). I’m still in the learning 
phase. My predecessor, Barbara Clarke, set a very high standard, which I hope that I might reach one day! 
 

My background is in libraries, starting with RNZAF libraries in 1966 and ending with Christchurch City Libraries 
in 2015.  
 

I’ve worked in public libraries in New Zealand and Australia. I was with Christchurch City Libraries (CCL) for 38 
years in a variety of customer-facing roles. During my career I saw many changes in what libraries provide and 
the way they deliver services. I feel this has given me a reasonable understanding of how public libraries should 
operate and what their public expects from them. Hopefully this knowledge will help me fulfil my role as Chair 
effectively. 
 

My very first task after taking on the role was to respond to some questions from Daniel Ferguson, Chair of the 
Friends of Australian Libraries - an over-arching organisation which represents Australia-wide ‘Friends’ 
groups.  Daniel asked about our purpose; what we do; how we raise funds; how we ‘advertise’ ourselves; what 
our strengths are and what we see as our greatest weakness. The following is a truncated version of my 
response to him. 
 

 Our major purpose is to be a strong advocate for Christchurch City Libraries and a rallying point for 
 community comment about Christchurch City Libraries services.  
 Our activities range from hosting monthly book talks by local authors through to providing funding for 
 Christchurch City Libraries to purchase items that are not provided through their normal budgets.  Along the 
 way we host the annual book sale on behalf of Christchurch City Libraries and we provide ‘domestic staffing’  
 for events such as the opening of new libraries. 

 Our fund-raising opportunities are limited to what is collected by the annual subscription for FOCCL 
 membership; by raffles and the gold coin donation for attending book talks and other ‘events’. 
 We don’t have our own Facebook page but CCL advertises the Big Book Sale and the Book Talks on their 
 pages. There is also information about FOCCL on the Libraries’ website. CCL also produces fliers and posters 
 about FOCCL activities, including author profiles for the Book Talks. 

 Our greatest strength is our membership base - a group of volunteers who are concerned and passionate 
 about helping Christchurch City Libraries to provide the excellent service for which it is renowned. 

 Our biggest weakness is attracting new members. 
 

Reading back through this, I think we can be very proud of our achievements and I know that Christchurch City 
Libraries really appreciate our support. 
 

COVID-19 played havoc with the timing of this year’s Book Sale but we didn’t let it beat us. It was a case of 3rd 
time lucky. In spite of the weather and it being Election Day we managed to have a very successful sale - thanks 
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to our wonderful volunteers; Barbara Clarke’s exemplary timetabling of those volunteers and Bindery 
Manager Jane Hackett’s incredible logistics-handling   
 

A huge “Thank You” to all those who took part in setting up; restocking and tidying tables; staffing the tills; 
and packing up at the end of the sale - your efforts are appreciated. 
 

Finally, I hope to see you at the Christmas Party which will be held in Spark Place at Turanga, 2pm Saturday 5 
December.  
Chris Baxter 
Chair 

Bookshelves—an introduction 

Before we start on Barbara’s description of what’s on her bookshelf, first a brief introduction.  The earliest books had 

no spines at all and were scrolls of papyrus often arranged on shelves fitted with pigeon holes so that the scrolls could 

be stored flat. In first century Europe, the codex, the historical ancestor of the modern book, joined scrolls on the 

shelves.  However the papyrus sheets bound between wooden covers did not make easy companions for scrolls so 

they were stored in closed cabinets or trunks. When the codex supplanted scrolls altogether the closed storage system 

stuck. Books were precious. Each text had to be laboriously hand copied and covers were often inlaid with gold and 

jewels. Book trunks were often fitted with three locks and the keys held by three different people in an attempt to 

deter light fingered readers. Eventually those wealthy enough to want to display their collection had to  find an 

alternative to stacked book trunks and the room with open shelves and a locked door came into being. Once books 

were organised vertically most were shelved with spine facing inwards to make sure they stayed where they belonged. 

In larger collections, particularly monastic libraries books were chained in place with the chain attached to the spine. 

By shelving books in this way the book could be taken down and read without tangling the chain. Since you could only 

take the book the length of the chain, a desk or table had to be brought to the book, hence incline desks built into the 

book shelves every few feet.  In 1535 the first printed spine was created and books spun on the shelf into the position 

we are familiar with today.  Until the 1930s the average person did not own enough books to need more that a single 

shelf or two. Oh how times have changed. In 1979 IKEA designed a bookcase named  BILLY and it remains the 

company’s best selling item with fifteen made every minute.  We love our book shelves! 

 

What’s on my bookshelf? 
An eclectic mix would be one way to describe it. Having had Christchurch City Libraries’ amazing resources at my 

fingertips, so to speak, for thirty five years, I didn’t feel the urge to collect a lot of books while I was working so my 

shelves are a mixture of books from my childhood, books given to me and books I simply had to buy. 

On the upper shelves there’s a small collection of the ’Royal Pictorial’ series so popular in the early 50’s, and some well

-loved children’s classics. Along further is the much enjoyed ‘Forsyte Saga’, a present when the TV series was on. A 

beautifully illustrated  edition of ‘The Garden- Party, Katherine Mansfield’s New Zealand stories sits next to Pat 

Barker’s ‘The Regeneration Trilogy ‘ amidst a range of paperbacks.  

Nearby is a collection of travel guides to Europe and Pacific Islands; Nicholson canal guides to UK waterways, and lots 

of map books. Goodness knows when/if more books will be added to that shelf. Grouped together are a few books 

about Christchurch, Dorset acquired when we were involved with ‘sister-cities’. One rather special book is Clare 

Church’s ‘New Zealand graves at Brockenhurst’ which commemorates the 93 New Zealand Expeditionary Force 

soldiers from World War 1 who lie buried in the cemetery attached to their New Forest church. Each year on the 

Sunday closest to Anzac Day a special memorial service is held at St Nicholas, Brockenhurst. 

Recipe books take up nearly a whole shelf: Annabelle Langbein, Jamie Oliver, Rick Stein, Donna Hay and Marie Claire 

are the go-to books but there’s also a battered 1963 edition of ‘Mrs Beeton’s Cookery and Household Management’. 
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BOOK TALKS 2020 

Gardening books and magazines feature along with books on New Zealand art, Gordon Ogilvie’s books about the 

Port Hills and a very special boxed edition of ‘Buller’s Birds of New Zealand; the complete works of J G Keulemans’. 

‘Grandparenting with love and laughter’ sits beside the well-read collection of picture books on the lowest shelf. 

And the three books that are used the most? ‘The Concise Oxford Dictionary’, ‘The Complete Book of New Zealand 

Birds’ and ‘The RHS Gardener’s Encyclopaedia of Plants and Flowers’ 

Barbara Clarke 

10 November at 12:30 pm 

Community room at Orauwhata: Bishopdale Library and Community Centre 
Bishopdale Shopping Centre, Farrington Avenue 
 

Vivienne Allan talking about her book on her mother, Eve Poole’s extraordinary life. She 
was born in Germany  and later served in the British Eighth Army in the Middle East where 
she met her husband to be. They married  in Cairo and settled in Invercargill. In 1971 Eve was 
the first woman to be elected to the Invercargill City Council and subsequently went on to be 
elected for four terms.  

BOOK TALKS 2021 

9 February 12.30pm 
Fendalton Library 

Alan Trott  is best known as the founder of Trott’s Gardens in Ashburton. He has written two 
books about the gardens, “ From Pasture to Paradise: the story of Trotts Gardens”, and 
“Paradise through the Seasons: a year in the life of Trotts Gardens”. He has 
been gardening from an early age and is also a keen photographer, using 
his photos in his books. Alan has written for magazines and newspapers 
throughout  New Zealand and  speaks often about his garden on radio. He 
has  also been a speaker at The Ellerslie International Flower Show.  Alan 
and Catherine travelled to Europe looking at the world’s great gardens, and 

now their garden in Ashburton is visited by people from around the world. It has featured on 
television, in magazines and books, both within New Zealand and internationally.  

9 March 12.30pm 
Fendalton Library 
Joanna Orwin is an accomplished writer of fiction and non fiction and her novels often carry 

underlying themes of the natural environment, New Zealand history, flora 
and fauna and folklore and heritage. She has written two books set in kauri 
times, ‘Kauri: Witness to a Nation’s History’ and ‘’Shifting Currents’ which 
was inspired by the intertwined lives of two real women, and is set against 
the fast-changing and challenging world of remote pioneer New Zealand.  
It is a gripping and touching story of struggle, love and unlikely friendship. In 
her talk she will focus on the different decisions/responsibilities involved 
when dealing with fiction vs non-fiction, using these books as examples. 

 

Christmas Party 

Saturday  5 December 2020, Turanga.  

guest speaker 

Carolyn Robertson, Libraries and Information Manager   

$5 admission, raffles, Christmas cake  



From the libraries: 

Visiting libraries has continued to be high on the list for many. Over the past month or so, 

we have offered a variety of different activities and events. This has included seed swaps, 

craft fabric swaps, a pinata workshop, and Zinefest. We ran a special holiday programme 

Whārkiki Rōpinepine where mosaic mats were made based on the 13 Nga Whāriki Manaaki along the inner city 

section of the Ōtākaro River. Displays have highlighted local activities such as the ballet of Sleeping Beauty; the 

Days of Ice Festival with a focus on penguins and Antarctica; the Big Band Festival; and offerings to support mental 

health and wellbeing. Various after school activity programmes have resumed. The inaugural High School eSports 

tournament was held over two days, with eight high school teams consisting of 5 players per team competing 

against each other to win that first trophy – gaming being used to develop strong skills in leadership, strategy, and 

teamwork. 

 

The ‘From paper to pixel’ exhibition was available in the SouthBase Gallery in Tūranga – this highlighted some of 

the physical treasures from the Library’s collection, as well as digital images. This exhibition closed 1 November, 

and is being replaced with a Pasifika themed exhibition ‘Taianoa/Mesina: sharing our stories’. As part of the 

Christchurch Heritage Festival, Lyttelton Library is currently offering ‘Sifting the ashes: the great fire of Lyttleton 24 

October 1870’. This runs through until 14 November, and is well worth a visit. 

 

Our annual Photo Hunt is currently underway. We have received over 220 entries, already and these are now 

searchable on the Discovery Wall (https://discoverywall.nz/). Sunday 8 November is the last day to either bring 

your entries into a library, or upload your photos directly to the Discovery Wall. 

 

The impact of COVID19 is continuing to be felt in the publishing world, and this has a flow on effect to libraries. 

Many titles which were to be published in this year’s UK summer have been pushed out until UK’s 2021 summer. 

However titles published for this year’s Christmas market are starting to come through. In the magazine world we 

welcome back the Australian Women’s Weekly, Woman’s Day magazine, New Zealand Listener, and New Zealand 

Women’s Weekly in both print and digital format. We are also in the process of getting subscriptions for many new 

independent magazines and the relaunching of some Bauer titles under new publishers. These titles include 

‘Shepherdess’, ‘Verve’, ‘Here’, ‘Woman’, and ‘Peptalk’. Issue figures are also a great way to track how libraries are 

being used so it is good to see these are continuing to increase - 2.8% compared to the same time last year, with 

the number of digital downloads being up 10% compared to the same time last year. 

 

Finally, on behalf of the Library, a big thank you to everyone who volunteered at the recent 

Booksale. This was a very successful event, which could not have happened without your input and 

support. As always, we place a high value on what you bring to the smooth running of the 

Booksale. 

Elaine Sides 

Library Liaison 

Don’t forget Saturday 5 December…... 


